Mitral stenosis is especially common in women of child bearing age. Of our first 350 mitral valvotomies, 64 per cent. were women below the age of 45 and i8 of these women were pregnant.
. Dyspnoea on exertion is a common complaint especially in the latter half of the pregnancy, but dyspnoea before the fourth month of pregnancy needs careful evaluation and is an ominous sign in a pregnant patient with mitral stenosis.
The limitation of activity due to dyspnoea and fatigue has been graded into four classes, I, II, III, IV (New York Heart Association Classification). We have graded our patients accordingly.
Dyspnoea during the present pregnancy was assessed and compared with the dyspnoea during the previous pregnancy in 17 multipara patients. The dyspnoea which is worse and progressive during the present pregnancy is an unfavourable sign.
I. Two patients who were placed in Class I during the previous pregnancy had deteriorated to 
